
The USGS Hydrologic Instrumentation Facility (HIF) provides support to
USGS and other federal agencies worldwide. The facility has the
responsibility of warehousing, testing, evaluating, designing, repairing and
calibrating hydrologic instrumentation used to study water on the surface,
in the soil and in the atmosphere.

The USGS Office of Surface Water—South (OSW) is comprised of two projects: The Hydraulic
Laboratory Program which includes a 3,250-square-meter indoor lab that houses a 140-meter-long
towing tank, a live-velocity jet tank and a pipe-flow facility for closed conduit tests, and two tilting
flumes used in the calibration and testing of water flow, sediment measuring devices and hydraulic
research; a 15.5-hectare flood plain simulation facility for large-scale hydraulic modeling and
equipment testing; and the OSW Modeling Flow and Transport Project that develops models to
evaluate surface water problems and provide technical assistance to USGS offices across the country.
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The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is part of the

Department of the Interior and is the principal

federal agency responsible for collecting, analyzing

and archiving data needed to plan, develop and

manage water resources in the United States.
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Instruments are evaluated
for USGS acceptance.

USGS at Stennis
stocks over 900
different
hydrologic items
for nationwide
distribution.


